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UNDERWOOD AVENUE BUSHLAND 
Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (North Metropolitan) [6.30 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about an issue in the 
North Metropolitan Region that has been ongoing for a long time, but for reasons that I will explain is becoming 
quite timely to discuss now; that is, the future of the Underwood Avenue bushland. For members who do not know, 
the Underwood Avenue bushland is recognised as being environmentally significant and has been zoned as 
Bush Forever site 119. It is part of the essential ecological linkage between Kings Park and Bold Park. I have 
spoken before in this place about the importance of that particular ecological link. It is currently owned by the 
University of Western Australia and it is a unique piece of urban bushland on the Swan coastal plain. It contains 
banksia woodland, which is recognised as a threatened ecological community—that was the case last year. It also 
contains tuart, which is currently under priority assessment for recognition as a threatened ecological community, 
and some of the best jarrah woodland in the Perth metropolitan area. It is also a feeding ground for endangered 
Carnaby’s cockatoos and the vulnerable forest red-tailed black cockatoos. That whole Floreat–Underwood Avenue 
area is the largest roost for red-tailed black cockatoos in the Perth–Peel area. It is also one of the largest roost sites 
for Carnaby’s cockatoos in at least the surveyed areas of the state. 
UWA intends to use this land to create 12.5 hectares of residential development, 4.5 hectares of non-residential 
development and 3.1 hectares of public open space. Unfortunately, this would mean that the conservation area of 
the site would drop to only 13.9 hectares, which is under 50 per cent of the current bushland area that has been 
zoned to be protected as Bush Forever land. UWA is claiming that it wants to build a vibrant and sustainable 
neighbourhood on the land that relates to and supports the network of conservation spaces within the development 
area and locality. I suggest that perhaps trashing this bushland might not actually be the best way to achieve this 
and that UWA might want to reconsider this. 
As I mentioned, this issue has been ongoing for quite some time and I will give members a little bit of history. The 
first attempt to get this development up happened way back in 2002, when it was knocked back due to the 
wastewater treatment plant’s emissions buffer. That particular plan included land that UWA did not own and the 
owner, which was the Water Corporation, did not co-sign the plan. This proposal has been referred twice to the 
federal Department of the Environment and Energy under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act. It has not yet been formally rejected, but in 2007 the federal recommendation was that approval 
not be given for the proposal by the University of Western Australia to develop the eastern portion of 
lot 4 Underwood Avenue, Shenton Park, Western Australia for residential purposes under the EPBC act 1999. 
That was at least a step in the right direction, but UWA withdrew the application the next day before a ministerial 
determination could be made, which is why it still remains in limbo. However, I note that in 2010, our 
Western Australian Minister for Environment, Hon Donna Faragher, determined that it was environmentally 
acceptable for this proposal to go ahead, a proposal with which I completely disagree. It was determined with the 
condition that development needed to be substantially commenced within five years of the date of approval, which 
was 14 July 2015. UWA ended up applying for an extension of this date and received a one-year extension in 
September 2016. This issue is timely because the extension approval expired a couple of weeks ago on 
27 September 2017. I have written to the current Minister for Environment and have been assured that the 
Environmental Protection Authority is once again inquiring into the Underwood Avenue bushland and will provide 
a report and recommendations to the minister with a further decision to come. 
Since all this began, substantial changes have occurred in the environmental context since the state government 
first provided environmental approval for the proposal. The importance of these remnant bushland areas in the 
western suburbs to our threatened and endangered cockatoo species should not be overstated and it is becoming 
more so the case as more roost and feeding sites are cleared. In fact, 12 of the roost sites that formed part of the 
Great Cocky Count in 2010 have already been cleared, so it is getting worse, not better. I ask the minister to 
carefully consider the EPA report when it arrives and to think about how much it would be welcomed to retain 
some of the most intact and important bushland in urban Perth. This could be an opportunity to do something that 
would be really appreciated by the local community. 
We can find a way to assist the university to save this bushland. We already know that funds have been set aside 
for the exact purpose of purchasing Bush Forever sites, and this might be one worth considering. There is no 
compelling need for UWA to go ahead with this proposal. It was an endowment to the university from the people 
of Western Australia. I hope to meet with representatives from UWA soon and I will tell them that this land could 
instead be one of UWA’s most satisfying contributions to the city, completely in compliance with the vision of 
what Perth can and should be. I maintain very strongly, as does the local community, that the best use of this land 
is conservation. We recognised that when it was zoned as a Bush Forever site and we see it every day in the great 
work that continues to be published by Friends of Underwood Avenue Bushland. 
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It is really important that we start to respect the remnant patches of bushland that we have on the Swan coastal 
plain, particularly those zoned Bush Forever. As I have said before, it is Bush Forever, not bush for now. 
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